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Text: 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen 

Introduction 
If I were to ask you what is the main business of the church, what would your answer be? Is 
it fellowship? Is it Bible Study? Is it praise and worship? Is it to visit the sick? Is it to feed the 
poor? Without a doubt these are all parts and important functions of the church, but I would 
submit to you that none of these is the primary purpose of the church. If none of these is not the 
main business of the church, what is it then?  

It is absolutely essential for us to know who we are and why we are, or we will fail at the 
mission of life. What is the purpose of it all? We live in a busy world and busy life, and in the 
busyness of life, it is easy to forget who we are and why we are here. When we forget who we 
are and why we are here, our lives become shallow and empty. 

So, this morning I want us to revisit an old truth that we are familiar with but perhaps we have 
put it on a shelf. I am speaking of the Great Commission. 

The Great Commission is the heartbeat of our Saviour and it ought to be ours also. This is 
what we do and why we are. It is the primary purpose of our existence as a church. The Bible 
records the Great Commission five times, namely, in Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 
20, and Acts 1. These are the five different places in the Scripture where the Great Commission 
is given. Each one is unique and emphasizes different aspects of the commission. In Matthew, 
the emphasis is on the Mandate. In Mark, the emphasis is on the Measure (Scope/Expanse). 
In Luke, the emphasis is on the Message. In John, the emphasis is on the Motive. In Acts, the 
emphasis is on the Might. 

I – The Mandate 
What is our mandate? What is our Lord’s command to the church? What is our marching order? 
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach [make disciples] all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20: Teaching them to observe all 



things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen 

Someone pointed out that in the original language, there is only one main verb in the Great 
Commission, and it is ‘teach.’  

The Greek word is ‘matheteusate’, the root word is ‘mathehtes’ translated ad ‘disciple.’ 

The second word ‘teaching’ verse 20’, the original word is ’didaskontes’. 
Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 

There are three other verbs, ‘going,’ ‘baptizing,’ and ‘teaching’ which are supporting verbs. 
So, in the original language, it begins like this, “Therefore, as you are going, make 
disciples...baptizing them...teaching them.” As you are going about your life make disciples. The 
primary command is to make disciples. This the heart of the Great Commission. It is to make 
disciples.  

And what is a disciple?  
A general definition of a disciple is a learner and a follower. One who gives full loyalty and 
support to another. It may apply to people who attach themselves either to the person or beliefs 
of another. But the Bible’s idea of a disciple is a born-again follower of Jesus Christ. A 
disciple of Jesus Christ is one who accepts a teaching not only in mind but in life. 
He believes and imitates his Master the Lord Jesus Christ. A truth learned must be practiced. A 
disciple of Christ, talks like Christ, walks like Christ and acts like Christ. 

During His public ministry, Jesus spent more than three years making disciples. When Jesus 
commanded His disciples to make disciples, He was basically asking them to reproduce 
themselves. And He is giving the same command to us today. Make Disciples. Train men and 
women, boys and girls to be committed followers of Jesus Christ. 

This is our mandate. Notice we are not simply to get professions of faith and leave them on 
their own. We are not to get mere decisions, but disciples. Make disciples implies the ongoing 
process of discipleship of the one who has committed his or her life to Jesus Christ. This is not 
just a week or a month program but a lifelong learning from and following of Christ. 

How are we going to make disciples?  
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen 

How do we go about making disciples? Our Lord has given three simple ways how to make 
disciples: “Go,” “Baptize,” and “Teach.” 



1. Go 
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
The word “go” in this verse is a participle. Literally it says, “Going therefore . . .” The idea is 
that as we go about our daily lives, we are to take the gospel to the world. The first step to 
making disciple is evangelism. To make disciple means to lead people to faith in Jesus Christ. 
To speak to them of the saving grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

’Going’ is a very important aspect of making disciples. This word ‘go’ means that we are to be 
active, not passive. That we are to be on the move, taking the gospel into the world. We are not 
to wait for the world to come to us, but rather we are to go into the world. Isn’t that the 
prayer and the plan of our Lord for His disciples? 
John 17:15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil. 16: They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17: Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18: As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world. 

We are on the offensive, not on the defensive. We are to go and take the gospel to wherever 
people are. 
Luke 14:23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

But understand that going does not necessarily mean to go to a foreign land. So, don’t have to 
feel guilty if you are not in a foreign land doing missions. Not everyone is called to be a 
missionary to a foreign land. For many of you, ‘Going’ might mean going home to your 
family with a call to make disciples. It might mean going to your school with a call to make 
disciples. It might mean going to your office with a call to make disciples. But, if God has called 
you to go to a foreign country and be a missionary then you should obey and go. But understand 
that whether we go overseas or stay in our own places, the only thing different is location not 
vocation. The mission is the same. The mandate is the same and it is to make disciples. 

Steve Lawson, “You can preach from a pulpit, living room in a home, publicly, gospel tract, 
radio broadcast, TV broadcast, internet, live stream services, vlog, You tube. However, if you 
please, but it should be our passion and it is our marching orders to preach the gospel to a lost 
and dying world. That every ear may hear that Jesus loves them and died for them and if they 
will come unto God by Him, He will save them if they will repent and believe the gospel.” 

2. Baptize 
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Baptism is another important aspect of making disciples. The order here is very important. 
First you make disciple, then you baptize them. After a person repented and believed the 
gospel, the first thing he or she needs to do is to be baptized.  



The Greek word i s ‘bapt i zo ’ and i t means to immerse . Ju s t a s J e sus 
Christ died and buried and rose again, which baptism symbolizes, in baptism it is a visual 
picture of a spiritual work in our heart whereby we died to sin and self and risen to walk in 
newness of life. Not only is baptism an outward demonstration of an inward change, it is also a 
public testimony that you unashamedly want to identify with Christ and His people.  

In baptism you are testifying and saying, “I have been saved by the grace of God. I identify with 
Christ and His people. I an not ashamed to let people know that I am a committed follower of 
Jesus Christ. I am not ashamed to be identified with His people.” 

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into his death? 4: Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life.  

A young boy came to faith, approached his pastor and said, “Pastor I want to be 
advertised.” What the young boy meant was, he wants to be baptized. Isn’t that what baptism is? 
In baptism you are advertising or broadcasting your faith in Jesus Christ. In baptism you are 
publicly identifying yourself as an unashamed follower of Jesus Christ.  

3. Teach 
Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen 
So, baptism identifies a person as an unashamed follower of Jesus Christ and connects him or 
her with a local community of believers. But it’s not over after baptism. It’s only the beginning 
of a lifetime of discipleship and growing in the grace in knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

Making disciple is not a program nor a curriculum that a newly saved person completes and 
then graduates from. No, it is an ongoing process.  

Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you... 
This is a lifelong process. This is not a matter of just leading someone to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. That’s just the beginning. You must then mark them out as a clearly identified 
follower of Jesus Christ, baptize them and then train them to be obedient to every command.  

There many commands in the Scripture. There are commands about marriage, commands 
about raising children, commands about ministry, commands about priority, commands 
about relationships, commands about money, commands about everything to do with your life 
as a follower of Jesus Christ.  



To observe – it’s more than information. It is not just enough to know doctrine, it’s not just 
enough to know and even understand Bible truths. It is not enough to know the 
commandments, there must be application and implementation, and this takes a lifetime. 

This is our mandate, as we go about our daily life, we must make disciples, 
by going and evangelizing them, baptizing them and teaching them. 

II – The Measure (Extent, Scope, Range) 
What is the measure of the Great Commission? How far does it reach? How far do we carry this 
mandate of making disciples? Our Lord tells us ... 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 

Into all the world ... 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 
To all the world, that is to all seven continents. Not only here in Murrieta, but everywhere, 
wherever people are. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
God so loved the world, the world of sinners. “We must be global Christians with a global vision 
because our God is a global God.” – John Stott 

John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 

1 John 2:2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world. 
Again we seem to have an echo of the prayer of the great High Priest (John 17:20, 24).  

“The propitiation is for all, not for the first band of believers only. The sins of the whole world 
are expiated; and if the expiation does not effect the salvation of the sinner, it is because he 
rejects it, loving the darkness rather than the light (John 3:19). No man - Christian, Jew, or 
Gentile - is outside the mercy of God, unless he places himself there deliberately.” (Jelf). 

To every creature 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 
We have to go to all men.  
1 Timothy 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 4: Who will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5: For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6: Who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time. 



We have to go to all men because God desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. The scope of this Great Commission is, “all creatures.” You may be 
thinking, this is impossible! How could those 11 men “disciple all nations”? How can we at 
Grace & Truth make disciples of all men?  

This is where the missionaries come in. Not all of us are called to go to foreign lands but we 
can support those who are called to go. This is why we have missions conference. This is why 
we have faith promise. This is why we have faith promise giving on top of our tithes and 
offerings. Because we are to obey this mandate of making disciples to all the world and to every 
creature. 

We have the only hope for sinners, the only message of saving grace. And we must not keep it 
to ourselves. We must take this message beginning here in Murrieta into all the world and to 
every creature! 

Closing Thoughts 
This is our mandate - to go and make disciples, baptizing them and teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever Christ has commanded us. This is a global mission to every continent, to 
every country, to every culture, beginning where you live, where you find yourself and to take 
the gospel far and wide. 

By the way, have you been baptized as a believer in Jesus Christ? And if not, why not? The 
command is very clear that all true believers and all disciples of Jesus Christ must be baptized, 
not in order to go to heaven but as public declaration that you have been saved by the grace of 
God in Jesus Christ and you are not ashamed to be identified follower of Jesus Christ. 

But if you are not saved, the command to you is not ‘be baptize,’ no, the command to you is 
‘repent and believe the gospel.’ 
Mark 1:15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel. 

AMEN!


